Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.039; wR factor = 0.122; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.7.
The title complex, [Al 2 (CH 3 ) 4 (C 13 H 10 N 3 O) 2 ], is dimeric, bridged through the O atoms of the phenolate anions. The asymmetric unit contains one half of the molecule and there is a crystallographic inversion centre in this molecule. Each Al atom is pentacoordinated by one N atom and two bridging O atoms of two N,O-bidentate benzotriazolylphenolate ligands and by two C atoms from two methyl groups, forming a distorted trigonal-bipyramidal environment. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [Al 2 (CH 3 ) 4 (C 13 2.1061 (13), 2.0918 (11), 1.9767 (17), 1.9725 (17) Å, respectively. These bond distances are longer than those found in other Schiff base Al III complexes with four-coordinated geometry (Lewinski et al., 2003) . It is interesting to note that the six-member ring formed from the bidentate benzotriazol-phenolate ligand and Al atom is almost coplanar with the mean deviation of 0.006 (2) Å.
The title compound I was synthesized by the following procedures (see Fig. 2 ): to a rapidly stirred solution of 4-methyl-2-(2H-benzotriazol-2-yl)phenol (0.22 g, 1.0 mmol) in toluene (20 ml) was slowly added AlMe 3 (0.5 ml, 1.0 mmol). The mixture was further stirred at room temperature for 2 h and then dried under vacuum. The residue was extracted with hot toluene (10 ml) and the saturated solution was cooled to 273 K, yielding yellow crystals. Yield: 0.24 g (86% The H atoms were placed in idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.93 Å and 0.96 Å with U iso (H) = 1.2 and 1.5U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . A view of the molecular structure of I with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms are presented as a small spheres of arbitrary radius. Symmetry code: (i) -x, -y, -z + 2. 
